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IT is Ordered by theXords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal in Parlia- 
ment alTembled^Tnat the Thanks 
of this Houfe fliall be, and are 
hereby given to the Lord Billiop 
of Oxford (or his Sermon preach'd 
before this Houfe in the. Abbey- 
Church at If^eftminfter yeHerdsLj ; 
and he is hereby aefired to Print 
and Publifli the fame : And that 
the Lord Keeper do.fignifie the 
lame to his Lordihip»> 

Matth. Johnfon,-^ 
■'r Cr ParliameHtor' 



■A 

S E R M O N 

Preach'd before the 

Houfe of PEERS, e^-^. 

I&iah, Cap, 5:8. V. 3, 4, 5, 5, 7. 

J. .-—.'Behold in the day ofyourFaJiy youjindpleafurey 
and exa£i all. your X.ahours. 

,4. S'ehold ye faft for fir'tfe and delate : andtofmitemth 
the Ji(l of voickednefsi "Te jhall mt fafl as ye do this 
day., to make your voice to he heard on high. 

5. Is itfucha Faji that I havechofen ? a- day for a Man 
to affliil hisfhul ? . is it to low down his head as a lul- 
rujh^ and to fpreadjackcloth and djhes under him? 
wilt thou call this a Paji, and an acceptalle day to the 
Lord> 

6. Is. not this the Fafl that I hare chofen, to'loofe the 
lands of wickednefs, to undo the heavy hurthens, and 
to let the oppreffedgofree, and that ye Ireak every yoke? 

7. Is it-ftot to deal thy Iread to the hungry, and that thou 
bring the poor that are cafl out., to thy houfe ; when 
thou feejl the naked that thou cover him., and that 
thou hide not thy fetf from ihrn'e own flejh ? 

WE are this day met by the pious Gcniimand 
of our Sovereign, to Humble bur felves 
before God in Fafting and Prayer : And 
the Wbrds which I have "read, may very properly be 
inijprov'd tofer^e in fomemeafure the Ends for wliick 
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Authority has appointed this Days Faft , if we 
come hither with fuch Difpofitions, as that dreadful' 
Providence which gave occafion to it, ought in rea- 
ibp to have work-in' us. 

fHiatl not tak* up your time in- defcribing that 
Amazing Tempeft, or recounting the great ' LofTes 
which the PubHck, or private Perfons have fuflain- 
ed by it : furely fuc]i a ftroke of Providence, as 
v^c mufl look v^ry far back into our Hiftory, if 
we would find any thing, near coming up to it , 
\s hich we felt fo very lately, and which, has left 
fuch Marks behind it, that \\e can hardly pafs the 
Streets, or travel the Roads, but we fee fome re- 
mains of it ; cannot be fo foon forgotten , that 
you fhould already need to be put in mind 
of it. 
/ -J^luch lefs, Ihall I fearch into Natural Caufes^ 
©r labour from thence to account for- the Terrible' 
Blafl: : No, The Lord was in that Wind ; it was Ap- 
pointed or Permitted by Him whom the Winds-, 
and Seas oley , and whole Word the Storms and' 
Jempefts fulfil^ to awaken and chaftife a fecure and^ 
finful People. 

i fhall- only beg of you to remember, what 
Thoughts you tlien had, when your Hearts, if T 
I may ufe our Saviour's Words in another Cafe, 
X ere failing you for fear^ and for looking for thofe 
things J which you then apprehended, were coming 
upon you, Thsv were fuch Thoughts^ as I will, 
venture to fay, neither the moft Graphical De- 
fcription of the Aftoniftiing^ Storm, nor Rhetorical • 
Amplification of the Hurt done by it, can now raifc. 
.n you. 

ReRe^ uhat awful Apprehenfions you then had of 
the Divine Majefty, what Regret you felt for your- 

DiCi 
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Difofaedience , what Vows you made of more 
faithful Service to him for the future ,• how willingly 
you would then have purchafed, even with the utter 
renunciation of all the Pomps and Vanities of the 
World, and all tlie fmful Lufls of the Flefli, fuch an 
Opportunity as you now enjoy, of feeking for 
Peace and Reconciliation from your Offended 
God, 

Think over again thofe Thoughts and R€folutipns> 
which your Minds were full of, when you every 
Moment expeded your own Houfes to have beeft 
made your Tombs, and your felves bury'd' in the 
Ruines of tiiem, and bring the fame now into the 
Houfe of God ; Be but as lerious and earnefl this 
day in your P^itions for his Mercy and Refolutions 
of Obedience, as y<m ^Vere then; and we may 
through his Goodnefs hope, that tlais Faft will prove 
fuch a Faft as he has chofetty This day an acceptable day 
mit6 the Lord. 

That I may contribute what 1 can to that Blefled 
^nd, I have chofen tiiis Text, which is a Reply fent 
by God to a Complaint of the Jews^ wherein they 
ieem'd to implead his Jullice, as if he had dealt hard- 
ly by 4:hem ia not making fiich returns to their Fall- 
ings and Humiliations, as they believed thofe feyetje 
Services had deferved from liim. God, in "anfwer to 
their impious Expoftulations, tells them, that their 
fafts^^ as they performed them, were fo far from merit- 
ing from him, that they were. highly difpleafing to 
him ,• fliews in what Inftances they were faulty and 
defeitive ; appeals to them,, whether they could l)e- 
)ie,Ye-t\-iC)ikFafis toiefuch as he had chofin, ;or as could 
be ca//ed acceptaile days utito the Lord j and then 
points out to them thofe feveral Duties, the pra- 
-^ite:' whereof . would iiecommend tlieir F^lls ,tP.. his 
■•;: )^ -B % Ac- 
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Acceptance, and make them fuch as he had chofem 
I iliall beg your Patience while I treat of the Ar- 
gument now before me in this Method. 

I. I fliall confider in general the> Duty of Faftingi 
its Nature, Ends and \J(ts. 

X. I fhall refledt upon thofe Faults of the Jews re- 
corded in my Text, wliich made their. Fails unaccep- 
table to Ged. 

3, I fliali enquire whether we of this Nation- are 
not too juftly chargeable with the fame Faults in 
ours ; and whether we have not therefore too 
much reafon toiear that God may expoftulate about 
our Publick Falls, as he did- with them, Are they fuch 
Fafts as I have chofen ? 

4. Laftly^ I fliall lay before you, and prefs you ta 
the pradice of fuch things as may make this Day of 
Humiliation appointed by. Authority, aa acceptable day 
unto the Lord. 

I . I am to fpeak of Fading in general, which, as 
to the meaning of tlie Word, is only an Abflinence 
from Food : The Greek Word for it, fignifies not to 
eat ; and in the Hebrew Phrafe, of afflidiing of the 
Soul, we muft underlland the fenfitive Part of Man j 
for that is- it which feels the uneafinefs of Faft- 
ing; 

Whether this Abflinence fliould be Total, or Par- 
tial, from all forts of Food, or only from fuch as 
are more Pleafant and Nutritive, and how long it 
lliould be continu'd, cannot be determined by any 
General- Rule that, can reach all Perfons; butithe 

Con- 
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Conftitutions and ftrfeggch of particular Perfons muft 
■be confidered, and fueh Abftinence ufed by Aem re- 
Ipedrively, as will beft anfwer in each the Ends and 
Uf^ of Falling., •, . , ./. f : r ■ 

, We are not to loofc.upon facing in, it felf as a thing 
.that ruottiimendsiusfoGod: fqr if w.e confider only the 
bare eating or not eating , ISfeither are we the better if 
we do not eat ^ nor the -voorfe if we do ;_ But they are th« 
good ends^ for which falling is appointed;, and wliich 
are proniqt^4.t>y i^) tha.t maJce -it acogptable; to God,: 
regard thereJFoEe muft ever ' lae had to - thofe ends^ 
and fuch meafures taken as may be moll condur 
cive- and ferviceable to. thera, and they are chiefiy 
thefe.; ' ,in ,• , - 

I. For the crucifying of the flelh and the lulls there- 
of, the fubduing and mortifying the finful Appetites of 
the Body^ and extingmlhing thofe impure flames 
which burn within: Now that Nutriment which con* 
ftant, plentiful and elpecraily which Luxurious eat- 
ing does adniinifter,, is the fewel that feeds thofe 
flames, and makes them rage ,• but Falling abllaining 
from fuch eating is the taking away that fewel, 
for want of which the Fire will weaken and by dcr 
grees go out.,. 

z. For the better -difpoling the- Mind to Prayer,^ 
and other fpiritual Exercifes : The . corruptible Body 
Cas the Wife-Man fays) is too apt, at all times, to 
prefs down the immortal Soul j the Load of Ma tter 
which we carry about us, too conftant a Hindrance 
to the Mind in her Motions towards -Heaven : But 
thefe Clogs are then moft heavy upon the Soul, and 
Ihe is moftfenfible of them, when the VeiTels ar£ 
fiHUand ftretckU with plentiful Eating and Drinking,; 

Thecx 
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Then tile Head is clouded, the Thdughts are di/Tipa- 
ted, theOperatiens of the Mind languid, and cannot 
exert themfelves with any Vigour : Hence our Lord 
exhorting his Hearers (^in 21 of St. J^iike) to watch 
and fray <dwayi^' (as a Preparatory thereta} t»ids 
them to take heed that their hearts he nift at any time 
ffver charged with furfeiting and drunkennefs^ which 
would render them very unfit for thofe Duties j bat 
Fading (which is frequently, in the Bible, joyn'd 
with Prayer } is a great Help to it ; it prevents, or 
xlifperfes the Clouds which darken the Underftgmd- 
ing; it leflens the Weight that lies upon, and prefTes 
<Jown the Soill ; it lielps to coUedl and compofe die 
Thoughts, and gives a Freedom and Adivity to the 
Mind, that Ihe can put her felf forthwith Quicknefs 
and Intention. ' 

3, For the teftifying our Shame, and Sorrow; 
our Anger at ourfclvesfor our Sins, whereby wc 
have provoked God: Indeed, if we arc not inward- 
ly afflided for them, no outward Pretences will do 
any good ; but where thofe outward Expreflions pro- 
ceed, from, and are Evidences of a Mind truly hum- 
bled'^nd contrite, when we abfiain from our daily 
Bread, as a Token thatwejudge our felves unworthy 
of it, when by denying our Bodies thofe grateful Re- 
frelbraents which they call for, when by expfe/Iing 
a juft Indignation at, and adling a fort of holy Re- 
venge upon our feives, we declare and manifell be- 
fore God, our deep Senfe of our offendiilg him, h'o'w 
-mufeh we are confounded and grieved for it; thefe 
Signs and Expredions will no more be defpifed by 
Him, than thofe broken and contrite Hearts from 
whence they proceed. 

Thefc 
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.Thefe are the chief fends of Fafting; which, when 
it is performed with due Regard to them, and nqt 
out t)f ar^y hypocritic^al Defign to get Applaufe frorti 
Men', or vain' prefumptucus Fancy of compounding 
with God, (5r making: Him fatisfaiftion for our Sins. 
E>y it, whether we voluntarily impofe the Duty up- 
on our felves, or obferve it in Obedience to the Com- 
mands of our Superipurs^, we may be aflured fi»m the 
Scriptures, 'twilkno^ be unpleafing to God. 

We have ©0<3*s exprefS'*Command for it, to his 
People the J>e\x>s^ in LevJt. i6. 19. and cap. x5. zy. 
and Numk x^. 7. The.tentk Day of the feventlii' 
Month, is there appointed, to. be yearly obferved by 
thern as a Day 'of i"kl?i!ng and Humiliation, which 
die Hehems tx^refs by affli^hg the Soul; and this 
was to be a Statute tq them for ever ; i.e. to be dbVi^ 
gatory upon them as long as their OEconomy Ihould 
lafV. Befides this yearly Faft, th^y were obliged to 
obferve. divers- others iff aftfer times. The Prophet 
y<?f/ frequently and earneflly prefles-theiii to this Du- 
ty; cig>. I. 14. SanBifie a Baft^ and cry unto the Lord; 
and cap. i.i IX. Thirn ye with weepings and fajling, and." 
motirning: and verf, ij, ^c. [antiifie a faji, call a fo- 

kmn Ajfemlly^ — A^emhle the Elders, Gather , the 

childreyii and thofe that fuck the' ireafiy and let the 
Triefis weep-hetvoeen the Porch and the Altar ^ and .fay, 
fp^are thy People^ Lord; and then in the following ^ 
Verfes^ are added many gracious Promifes-.to encou- 
rage them to- it. Holy Men of old pradifed it, as , 
we find in the Inftances of Mzra, David; Daniel^ &c. 

And'that w.e may not thiricthis tabe fuch zfewij^ 
Rite, as concerned only thofe that, lived under their 
DiipenfatioHi we read that when the Prophet Jonah 
denounced God's Judgment againft; the City o'i l<fine- 
v£thj thofe Gentiles proclainied a. Faft, and obferved 
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it univcrfally from the greateft to the leafl: , from 
theklving to his raeaned Subj^dl; none of them feior 
drt^kvd.itir^ cr tajied any tVtn^ iuL a^e all covered 
with fackd.th, and cryed tnigjjtily uHpo ti:e Lord.: 
Arid the Succcft was as remarkable, as their Faft,* for 
though God had paffcd Sentence upon them, and ap- 
pointed the very day for their Deflru<9-ion, and or- 
dered Jonas to pubhJh it in thefe,.jWords, Tet forty 
days and Ninrveth pall le dejlroyed: Yet after all 
this, notv\ithrianding this ieemingly peremptory 
Denunciation againfl chcm, upon their obferving the 
Fafl: appointed by their King, in fo extraordinary 
a Manner, God re\erfes liis Sentence, and repented 
hirn of the evil that he fa'id he vcouU do jinto them^ 
and he did it not. And ft) put this Matter out -of all 
doubt, the blcfled Author of our holy Religion in his 
J Sermon upon the Mount, in Mat. 6. i6,&'f. though 
he doe»i not diredly command Fading, yetfuppofcs it 
a Duty to be pradtifed by Chriftians, gives diredions 
for the r'glit Performance of it , and upoti fucli a 
performance, alTures us of a Blefling from out Ta- 
tlicr which is in Heaven, When ye fajf, ye my Di- 
fciples, le not cis the Hypocrites^ — But thott when thou 
fajlejl anoint thy head, and ivafh thy Faa, that thou 
appear not unio Men to fafl, and thy ^ Father ivhifh 
feeth in Jecret^fliall reward thee openly. 

Indeed he does in that Chapter cenTure tlic hy'pO- 
-critical Prad-icesoftIiePharifees,who faded to befeen 
nnd admired by M-cn, and tells, tlicm, timt fmce the 
obtaLnuig the Fraife of Men w as tlie ;groat End they 
pi opofed in thofe Exercifes, that \\as all the Re >\ ard 
ti;ey raufl exped: for them ; But from our Lord's re- 
proving the Flypocrifie of the Pharifees Fads, and de- 
claring their Unacceptablenefs to God , can no 
-:i.ie Jje concluded, that .a true Fafl: anfv.cring the 

"Er d.s 
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Ends of Fafting, is .not a Duty incumbent on Chri- 
flians, or not pleafing to God, than that the Jem 
were not obliged to faft, or (when they performed 
that Duty in a due Manner) did not ferve God ac-, 
ceptably, can be, proved from thofe Faults, whigh, 
in my Text, God jreprehends in their Fafts, and 
which I am, in the 

~S£co»d Place, to Confijiler. 

' t ' ■ I - '"■''' 

■ ' 1 . - . 

I. The'firll was this, That though they ufed great, 
outward Auflerity, and feverejDifcipline towards the. 
Body,- there was no inward Gliange or Reformation 
of the Mind : they affi0€d their fouls' for a day^ {\. e. 
abftained a whole Day from gratifying their Senfesj 
"Th^ handed dovon th'eir heads like iulrujhesy and fpread 
fackcloth and ajhes under them ; they put themfelves 
into the Pofiure and Habit of forrowful Penitents, 
but for all this God tells them, that in the day of their 
faft th^ found pleafurey they did not mqrtifie their 
Lufls as well as their Bodies. They could for 
one Day abftain from their Food, but not from their 
Sins J or if they did for a Day forbear both, it was 
that they might return to both, the next, with the 
greater Appetite ; and therefore God asks if they 
could call fuch a Fafi^ an acceptable Day unto Him? 
Alas! none are fuch, but thofe that are attended with 
a thorough Reformation- when the Mind is humbled, 
as well fs the fenfitive Part afflided ; the fmful In- 
•clinations of the Soul denied, as well as the craving 
Appetites of the Body : But this was the leaft of 
their Care; whatever Bardfliips they put upon the 
FJelh, 'they would not quit, their flelhly Lulls.,- they 
■could part from a Meal or two, but not from tlieir 
V/ices,- the'y^ouid turn to";God witll Crying and Faft- 

'. ; C ■*. 4Bg, 
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ing, but not with all their Hearts j an empty Sto- 
mach, or a fqualid Habit they could offer to Him, 
but not a broken Heart; a Day they could fpend in 
fome external Severitiesj but would not dedicate their 
w'holie Lives to his Service : And this* was the firfl 
Fault which made God reje(a^ their Fad with Indigna- 
tion ; it was all Out-fide and Hypocrifie, no real Re- 
pentance, or Turn of the Soul to\\ards Him. 

a. The fecond was their Divifions and Contenti- 
ons: Te fafl (fays God) for ftrife aui debate^ And 
to fmite with the fifi of Wicktdnefi. Covetoufnefs and 
Opprcflion, Selfiflinefs and Revenge did too much " 
reiga among them : There was little ( or none } of 
that pubKck Spirit, that Contempt of private Intereft 
where the Piiblick was concerned j that Unanimity, 
that mutual Truft and' Confidence, which arc the 
Strength and Beauty of any Body Politick. They 
v\ ere broken into Parties, or rather every one was fet- 
ing up for Himfelf, andftudied onlyhowtogratifJe his , 
own Humor, his own Covetoufnefs, or angry Paffions ; 
and they abufed their very folemn Days of Fafting, 
and Humiliation to thefe Ends, and feem'd to abftain 
from their Food, and the Works of their ordinary Cal- 
Iings,that their Heads might be more clear to contrive, 
and their Hands more at Hb6rty to execute wicked De- 
figns againfl: one another : Te fafl ( fays the Lord ) 
for ftrife and delate, and to fmit€ — Thefe feem the 
Ends of your Parting, thefe the Purpofes you intend : 
to ferve by it j and by this Means ytu make your voice - 
to, he heard on high; i. e. tte Vpice of your unchari- 
table Contentions, the Voice of the Oppreflbr, and the > 
Voice of the Compkiner,- Thefe are heard on high^ 
they are come up to me, and have reached my Earsj 
they have quite drowned the Voice of your Prayers, 

hin-; 
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'hindred all good Effedh of your Faft-, and made it an 
unacceptable Day unto me. 

y. the laft fault reflecSted on, .which, fpoilei;! they: 
Faft, was their Want of Compailionand Charity to 
thofe that were in Affli<5lion : This feems imply'd in 
the 7#;&. Verfe, Is,mt this the .Fajithat'I hanjechofen^ to 
Wealthy bread to the hungry, that thou hnin^ the poorthnt ' 
are caji out to thi^e houfe ; when thou feefi the naked, that 
thou cover him, ^nd that thou hide not thy felf from thy 
oven fiefhi This was the Faft that God had chofen,- 
but he tells them,theirs was not ftich as he had cljofen, 
and undoubtedly they were faulty in this Refpe6t-. 
They did not fympathize with the hungry, the naked, 
and deftitute j did not provide theinMeat, and Cloath- 
ing, and Habitation j They hid themfehies from them, 
would not hear their Complaints, regard their Mifery, 
or rainifter to their Neceflities, th.Q\J^ tjjey were their 
ovonflejh, Ifraelites as they w£re,.dQfeend€d from the 
fame common Stock with them : Nay, though, they 
were related to thepi by a more noble Alliance, Share- 
ers with them in that glorious Prerogative of being the 
peculiarPeo^e of God^ whom he had 4iftinguiflT^'ed 
from the Nations round about them, by bteffing them 
with the Light of^ his written Word, ^ hc4y Religion, 
a pure Worihip; when their Neighbours, and the 
whole World befid^s, were involv'd in Ignorance, Ido- 
latry, and Superftition : Though thefe their poor 
Brethren were fevour'd fo far by God, as to be admit- 
ted to psrtake with them of his fpiritual things, 
they thought it a great matter that th^y fliould par- 
take of their carnal things, and w'ould not communi- 
cate thereof to them, how muchibever tliey ftood in 
need of -them. - • - - - ^ . 
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Thus Hypocrifie and "Want of true Repentance to- 
wards God, Divifions, and Want of Unity- among 
themfelyes, Hard-heartednefs, and Want of Bowels 
towards their fuffering Brethren, fpoil'd all their 
Devotion, rendred their Falling inefteiSual to any 
good Purpofe, and made God have as little Regard 
. to Thenn and their Services, as th«y. had to God and 
their poor Brethren. 

Thefe Faults we find them frequently charged with, 
and feverely threatned for in other Places of Scripture ; 
and thefe undoubtedly were very inflrumental in pul- 
ling down the feveral Judgments that befel them, and 
that miferable Deftrudion which at laft utterly con- 
fumed them. Neither God's feverer, nor his fofter 
Methods could work Sincerity and real Reformation . 
among them : h their AffliSions they would pre- 
tend to feek God, and e»quire early after Him ;. »£t. 
verthelefs ( as David obferves } they did hut flatter 
fTim with their mouths^ and lied utffo HitH mith their 
tongues. Upon his faving and dielivering them from 
the Hands of their^ AdverfarieSy for a Time they 
feem'd to believe hts words ^ and would Jing praifes 
to Him ; hut, within a whiUy they forgot hi( Works,, 
and ti>ould not alide his Comfek* 

The incorrigible Hypocrifie of their Humiliations 
God afterwards reproved by the Prophet Zechariah m 
much the fame Stile with that which he had before u^ 
ied to the' Complainants in my Text* During their 
Captivity in- Bahylon they had yearly obferved feve- 
ral Fafts; The Faft of their Fourth' Month, in-which 
their City was taken ; the Faft of the Fifth, in 
which tliek Temple was burnt ; the Faft of the Se- 
venth, in M'hich Gedaliah their Governour was trea.- 
cherouHy (lain, and the Faft of the Tenth, in which 
Nehuchadnczzar h^^^^ia to hdkgQjerufakm : But they 

ha- 
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having obtain'd a Decree from Cyrw lot the^Rebuil- 
dingjt>f:. t:heir.,Temple ; and thaf Decree ha\?ing been 
Goniirniedj and the tfijlng encouraged by t>army zn^ 
the Building having been carried prolperoudy on; 
they fent to enquire of thie tordj whether tW Faft 
of the Fifth Month,- which was occafton'd by bur? 
ningof their fprmer Temple^ -ought tp. bexQatinu'tJ 
now, when their New one was in fuch a forwairdnels;. 
To whichQpd feiit,aTleply direded to, all the Peo- 
ple and the Priefts, in- thefe words, F^/i'f»_;K^y«/?-; 
ed in the Fifth ^. and in. the Seventh Months even in 
thofe feventy years^ did ye fafi at all unto me ? Oije 
Jwould have thought 'tl^a|: a People in their Circtinir 
fiances,^ uikler fo . long, .and miferable a Captivity, 
fllt)uld have bden very lerious in their Falfs,. and 
that.^he^fenfe of. their AffliiStions ihould have made 
them in gppd earnefl:^ when they were humbling 
themfelVes before God for thoferSins, which haji pro^ 
yoked him to lay thofe heavy Judgments upon them ; - 
And yet, , it feems, ^U their Devotions were but " 
Pageantry and Shew : There was'nothing of ijncere 
Repentance or amendment of Life ;■ wherefore Go4 
ask& th^flij JVhether they had fafled ^i all unto him? ,.■ 
"A like Thred of ^ Hypocrifie . thei;e , ;Was tha4;..raii 
thrqugh^their Fafts^ andPrayers, and Alins,„and all- [ 
their Services in our Saviour's time- .„ Their outward 
Pretences to great Sandity, without any inward,. Pur 
rity, or real Concern for God or- his ^J^PJ^owr, .gave 
oecafion tOv thcfe feveral Wcies. which our Lord-de- 
nounced againfi their - Scribes aridj Phariiees not .Ipng 
before their Final Excifion. 

And as from the beginning they had been given to . 
Fddions and Diyifions, and, often fuffer'djor them ; 
fo towards tne'chd of their Polity, they weise. bio wia :. 
tip/to fuch ?( mad height, that they were not only fome- - - 

■'■"' ' ' " ■ : ■- ' @£ ,,, 
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of the Caufes which provoked God, but proved the 
MetlKKJs which He made ufe of to accomplifli 
their Ruine. Thple miferable Fadions which thqir 
JealoufieS and i^^tidns of one another, h?id broke 
them into, made them an eafie Prej^ for the Romans ; 
nay indeed, they themfelves did the' Work of the Ro- 
mans for them, in the fifft place bupiingup their own 
vaft Stores of Provifioos, which fliouldh^ave enabled 
them to have held out a Siege,- which they had.re- 
folvd to undergo; and afterwards butchering one an- 
other in fuch a barbarous manner, that when their Be- 
fieger Tittis law the vaft Numb^s of dead Bodies 
that they threw over the Walls, ^to fli'^w t(iathe liad 
no hand in that miferable Slaughter, 'lifting up his 
Hands tO Heaven, cried out. It was none of his'doine. 
And that their want of Bowels for thole in diftr? 6, 
their Hiding^ themfelvesjrom theirDWH Flejh^ ih&lx X^i- 
fenfibility ot the Suffering of ^their Pcethreinhadnot 
the leaftffiare inbriogingQod's^udgments upohthem, 
may begather'dfrom thatlProphecy in the 6/i of^ww, 
where God teUs them. They put the evil day from them, 
they liv'd in Eafe and Plealure, indulgea themfelve? 
in Luxury and Wantonnefs ; hyxtihey were not grieved 
for the AffliMious of Jofeph, .they had no concern or 
pity for their Brethren of the Ten Tribes, that la- 
bour'd under the Tyrannical Oppreflion of their Ene- 
mies. Therefore, fays he, for this reafon, tQ make 
them feel it themfelves, they Jhallgo captive mth the 
Jfrj} that go Mp five, y, J.,, 'And' lit the Sth, fhej^rxl 




thatlh sd at their eafe,' ia 5io»,,v. i. and had jioCom- 
pafi'oa for their fufeng Bretlken oP the TeiVTj-ibes, 
xjf whom a great Part Were then gone hito Captivity, 

that 
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that tliey fliould go next, that he would give theijial- 
fo up into the AJfyrians Hand?. 

Korv all thefe things hapneJ unto them for Enfam- 
pleSf and are writttn for eur admonition^ to the intent 
that welhould avoid their Sins,, and/repeat as far as 
we have been guilty of them. . .rr-nr; 

3. Let us thferefore in the third place enquire whe- 
ther we of this Nationare not juftly chargeable with 
the fame-Sfaiswhich they conimitted, and fo feyerely 
fmarted for,- and whether we have not too much rea- 
fon to fear that God may ejCpofl^alate with us about 
our Publick Fafts, as he did with them , Are ihe^fuch 
Fsjis as J have vhefen ? \ 

We have had formerly Mbnthly^Fafts, and many 
others fmce;- appointed; by our GovernoUrs>: But Whe- 
ther they have been obferved unto the Lord:, in fuch a 
manner as he has been pleafed with, we have too much ; 
grounds to doubt, or. rather too little to make any 
,doubtofit.: _ i«4i i^ ^:^t'. .b 

I. Letus enquireinthe firft place into the fincerity 
of burflumiliations ; Whether our outward Expreffi- 
ons were real indications of Minds truly awakened and i 
broken with a deep fenfe of our Sins, and the Sins of 
our Nation ; Where there is liich a Senfe, it willbe 
attended with that Godly Sorrow which worketh Re- 
pentance ; a Sorrow that will evidence its fincerity 
by a careful leaving of thofe Sins which we mourn s 
for :- But if there be no forfaking, there is no true ha- 
tred of them : If we refolve to go on in them j nay, if 
we do not refolve againft them, it is too plain we flilil 
retain a love for them j and all the Trouble and- Re- 
gret we exprefs'd, was but meer pretence and Hypo- 
Goifie,, The,Rule which our Lord has laid down for ■ 
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ustojudge of Pf (filets' by, is a very certain one for 
Penitents too, By their fruits ye fhall know them. Thofe 
only are truly itich, who bring forth the meet Fruits of 
Repentance: And what Fruits can we ihew? . 

If the riiofl: daring Afironts to God, even the quefti- 
oning his Being and Providence ,* if the denying or dr- 
fputingthe Divine Authority of his Revelations,- if 
audacious Enquiries into the manner of his Subfiftence, 
and bold OpjfJofitions to What he has revealed of it j 
if divefliAg his EtettiilSon, ,Go/&kffeJ'for e^er, of 
his own Divine Natufd, beCatife he has for oUr fakes 
humbled himfelfto take our Humane Nature upon 
him ; if denying the fatisfadion which by fuffering 
in our Nature, he made to the Divine Juftice for our 
Sins ; if expofirig the whole Myftery of our Redem- 
ption J if light dr profane ufe of God's holy WoM, 
-even to Raillery and Burlefque ; if irreverent ufe of 
his Sacred Name in common converfation, or rather 
impious Abufe of it by Swearing and Curfing, the 
too common Rhetorick of many Perfons Difcourfes ; 
if the yet more daring Attempts to make God a 
Party to InjufUce and Villainy, by calling him 
to be a Witnefs to Falilioods ; if a grofs Negled: 
of, or a Formal , Cuftomary, Irreverent Attend- 
ance upon his Ordinances ; if the prophaning his 
Sabbaths, and converting that fmall Pittance of our 
Time, which he has referved for his own more folemn 
Worlliip, tofecular and finful Ufes,- if a vilifying and 
defpifing of thofe Perfons, that are appointed and fet 
apart to his more immediate Service, and to minifter 
about holy Things ,• 

If the morepublick Oppre/Iing of others by Force, 
or abufed Law, or the privater Methods of cozening 
and Cheating, Trick and Circumvention in Dealing, 
the making Advantage of their Weaknefe -and Necef- 
inie*j i^- 
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'iilf the abufing our own Bodies by Ineontinence 
and Intemperance, hyChimberingandWAntoKnefs^ by 
Rioting SiTid Driinkenmfs -^ \J^' ■ '' ni: -.; . .. >.. * 
?.u In iiiort, If a genJeral Diffolution of Manners," an 
avowed Defiance to all God's Laws, natural and re- 
veal'd, whether they refpcft our Duty to God, to 
sour Neighbours, or to our Selves; if thefe are the 
proper Fruits of Repentknce, we have brought them 
jbrth fo abundantly, that there is reafon to fear that 
jiQ Country or Age could ever (hew more fuch Pe- 
nitents than'^ours: But^if thefe things are direftly 
-eontrary to the true Ends of Fafting, and the very 
iReviecfe.of what we profefled and folemnly vow'd 
iipitbn our Days of Humiliation ; then are we as char- 
gable with Hypdcrifie in our Fafts as tht'Jervs were: 
Nay, to fhew howTar we have exceeded their Im- 
pieties, permit me to mention on© Inftance, though 
I cannot do it without Horror, of a late daring Af- 
front to -God, unparalell'd by ths Jewi/h 6r any civi- 
lized Nation, which looks: hke a defying, if not a 
ridiculing of his Judgments; I mean, that impudent 
Reprcfentationbf a mock Tempeft on the Stage, fo 
ibon after we had felt that dreadful one, that gives 
occalbn to our meeting this Day. I think I fhould 
jiot have been Juft to ray Subjeft, if I had omitted to 
iake notice sof this unprefidented piece of Profane- 
nefs; and certainly 'twill be no Digreflion from it, 
to add. That whilft thefe Nurlecies of Lewdnefs are 
fuffer'd to corrupt the Age, 'tis in vain to hope to 
fee it refbrra'diiand while we hate te be reform'' d^ 
may not God with too great reafon ask us,'* Are your 
Fdjlsfuch as I have chofen? r; V-.j jP i.:fvVrrj 

2. Let us enquire in the next place, whether we 
have any. Adyanrtage over the Jews in the fecond par- 
ticular' 9 S^^bther wc are Icfe 'divided-Sthan* thfey ? 
bris D more 
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more heartily united among our felycs? more una- 
nimous in carrying on the Publick Gqod ? Alas' 
Has it not been the Policy of >owf.Ee»flii4st -fr^ the 
very Refortiiation,]When they CQuJcJ not conquer us 
by outward Fprec, to ertdo^VduFitQ make usdewftray 
our felves by inteftine Diviiion?? And have we not 
too eafily fallen in with tWe De^ni bf theirs ? I 
ftall not look factW b^ek'*bft8 the two. Reigns ipncj- 
ceding the Revolution: Wiittf Propertiei w6re we 
then made ? divided inw Fa^ioos >nd Parties hj^ rhe 
Cunning and Artifice? of the Jefuit* ? How were 
the feveral Parties pUy'd by turns againft one ano- 
ther by the unfeen Hand» and managed like meer 
JW[^hin«s to puffue their JDehgns, Rnd,;om: awn Ru- 
ine? Towards the End of t&e iaft of thofe twp 
Reigns, our commoji Danger' being more near and 
apparent , feem'd to have taught us a little raorp 
Wifdom as well a^ Charity, and made us more re- 
confileable to oqe another, and willipg to provide 
for the commoA Safety : 1 ; i)t)rJl 

And one would have hoped, tt|at by the happy 
Acqemon ofhis late Maiefty to tlieTloydne, a Pr|n6e 
who had no Intereft of his oMi^n, PoHtick or Religi- 
ous*, fepajate from tha[t of the. Kingdom, aodwha 
h^d^ true Defignto jwike vipiour: jBfeaelaids^vsad u- 
jiiijft.vjg 3U ia onje tx)maic»a Intereft,. that great Mnd 
might in fome me^fure h^^^e been obtained'; and we 
might have been made Uke Jetufalem, at x Qity tkdt 
j^ aiVmty m(hf» it [elf . , ButaJas! our Charity and 
Pr licence to9 foon blew, over with our Fears j tBt 
^im^fidlhfpg w.^s.^iW among ms, indth^^e^aar Jf- 
rael: private Intereft and private Revenge, which 
will flip no opportunity of being gratified^ divided us 
at the very Beginning of his Reign, and put us u^oii 
fuch Contentions as were between the Men pfii^Krfai 

and 
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and the Mtn>o^Jaddh Upoii their bringing King Da- 
vid to :Jerufalem y each pretending. to, and ftriving 
foi" the greater intereft in hipi. Their Contentions 
ran very high indded, and produced an unnatural 
Defeftion and Rebellion of t^je Men of Ifrael^ who 
thinking themfcl\{es not fufficiently regarded by Da- 
vUy though they were of the firft that propofed the 
bringing him to Jerafalem, yet out pf an unreafon- 
able Rcfcntment, were tjie firft that revolted front 
him. Our Contentions were not 'carry'd fo far ; 
however t'his was one unhappy Effeft of them, That 
the wifeft Cbunfels, the prudent'ft Defigns for the 
Publick Good, often met with the violenteft Oppo- 
fitiOns;, and fierceft Endeavours to defeat them, froni 
fome, who would have been hard ^ut to it to have 
given a better Reafon for their obftrufting them, 
than beeaufe thiey had been laid, or were to be ex- 
ecuted, by fuch as were of a different Party from 
themfelves. No one can forget what Difficulties 
were ftarted, and Rubs thrown in the way, to re- 
tard our Preparations, and enfeeble our Enterprifejt ; 
and thefe things, rio doubt, helped to prolong that 
War which we were then fo uneafie under, as there 
is top much reafon to believe, that that War abroad 
accidentally contributed to keep us the quieter at 
home ; for no fooner was that over, and we at Peace 
v/ith our Enemies, but we were more at leifure to 
fall out among our felves : and God knows there 
were too many ready to lay hold of the Opportu- 
nity ; \ybich they fo fatally improved, that we be- 
came too- like a Ship, which having, by the skill 
and-Conduft of an excellent Pilbt , weather'd the 
Storms abroad, oiit-liv'd the Dangers of tlie Seas, 
l^ffled the Pyrates, efcap'd the Rocks and Sands, and 
come fafe into Port, was, through the Contentions 
«• • D 2 and 
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and Madnsfs of the Crew, in danger of being funk 
in the Harbour- 

Thar Peace did not laft long: God thought fit to 
conei^l our Fjftions at home byanothcrWar a|?road^ 
The Ambition of a Prince, whom no freaties or 
Oaths can bind, made it ncccffary for our King tq 
form new Alliances, and enter into a Confederacy 
with fcvcral Princes and States off wre/f for the com- 
mon Safety: and juft when a War was unavoidably 
breaking out, and when by the unwearied, Appli- 
cation and wife Managomcnt of his Majerty all 
things were fo difpofed, that wc had the moft pro- 
mifing Profpecl of a happy ilTue of it, and that he 
might have obtained the great end which he had 
aimed at through the whole courfe of his Life, the 
cftablifhing the Peace and Quiet not only of chofe. 
Countries to which he had a more near Relation, 
but of all Europe^ and tiie reducing the Power of 
the great Difturber of them ; Then was God pleafed 
to take him away from us, at a time when his Life 
feemM to be of the lafl confcqucnce to us, by reafon 
of his great Courage and Conduft in War, and In^ 
terelt with all the Confederates. 

But even in this Judgment God rcmcmbred Mer- 
cy, and featcd our prcfcnt gracious Qiicen, whom 
God long preferve, peaceably upon theTiirone: A 
Queen! after his own Heart, and ours too, if we did 
but underlland our true Intercft, to tlic promoting 
of which She feems to have given iicr fclf entirely 
up, defpifmg the Softnefs and Pleafures which might 
be thought more allowable in Iicr Sex, and going 
cheerfully througli fuch Diificulties and Fatigues as 
might have ftartled fome of the other. 

Upon her Majefty's putting on the Royal Crown, 
ASrc talked raucli of burying all our Differences and 

Marks 
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Marks of Diftirtftion , and uniting heartily in the 
common Intereft ; and indeed, no one in reafon 
could have cxpeded lefs: thofc Grounds of Diffacif- 
fa£tion which fomc had pretended in the kit Reign, 
being taken aWay in this ; Her Majefty being Engtiflj 
by Birth and Education, and bred up from her Infan- 
cy in the Church of England, having imbib'd the 
Principles of this Church with her Milk, and con- 
ftantly lived a fbining Ornament to her Communi- 
on ; and befidfes, being allowed to be next and di- 
reftly in Succeifion to the Crown by All, but thofe 
who fet up the Intereft of a pretended Prince abroad; 
But all thefe fair and promifing Hopes were foon 
like to have been Wafted by the fcurrilous Difcour- 
fes and fcandalous Pamphlets with which fome In- 
cendiaries iabour'd to blow up the Coals, to revive 
the dd, and kindle frefti Flames among us. 'Twas 
not enough that there were Diflenters of feveral De- 
nominations unhappily divided from the Church, but 
the Church muft be divided againft her felf, by the 
diftinftion of High and Low Church-men : Such as 
have never feparated from her, but lived in conftant 
Communion with her, nay, fome who have adorn'd 
her Communion by their exemplary Lives, edified 
her Members by their conftant and fuccefsfuj Labours 
in the Word and DoSirine, defended her Conftitution, 
her Dodriries, Difcipline, and Worfhip, againft all 
Oppofers, in their unanfwerable Difcourfes and Wri-> 
tingS) been ConfelTors to her in times of Danger, 
and who, we cannot in Charity doubt it, would be 
ready, if calPd, to die Martyrs for her ; have been 
traduced and ftigmatized as Enemies and Betrayers 
of her. How fad Effefts this wicked Praftice has 
produced, is too mclancholick a Refleftion to dwell 
on.; 

'Tis 
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'Tis certain, that neither the wdnderfiil Succeflfes 
with which God blfcfled ours and our Confederates 
Forces, by Sea and Land, the laft Year but one, 
were able to make Prace and Uhion among us ; nor 
the flackeniag thofe SuccefTes the Year immediately 
paft, to abate our Heats and Aniraofities : and now 
God feems, as his laft Effort, to have taken the mat- 
ter more immediately into his own hands, and by a 
dreadful Storm from Heaven fhattering our Hoijfes, 
and deftroying our Shipping, and fo many of our Sea- 
men, the living Bulwarks of this Kingdom, to try 
to. allay thofe Storms of Contention which our Ene- 
mies have raifed, and we keep up among our felves, 
even to the hazard of Ihipwracking the whole Na- 
tion. 

Thus God himfelf feems to have been chaftifing 
our Faftions, and trying to unite us by various Dif- 
penfations of his Providence, fomctimes by fhewing 
us our common Danger at home, by bringing near 
to us a threatning Ruine )uft ready to fw^Uow us up, 
then, when that feem'd in fome meafure to have 
foftned us, by railing up a Deliverer, to be his In- 
ftrument in refcuing us from the Jaws of Deftrufti- 
on , afterwards by exciting foreign Enemies to divert 
us from quarrelling and fighting among our felves; 
then, when we had lain fome time under thapDifci- 
pline, by trying us with a blefled Peace, and now 
again by a necclfary War, by various Events of it ; 
and at laft by fetting the Winds in array againft us. 

And wliat Effcfts do we at prefent fin4 of all thefe 
Methods? Are we heartily uniogd among our felves, 
or are we in a good.dilpofition for it? , Are all Marks 
of Diftiaftion forgot ? Are we refolv'd, laying afide 
all private Quarrels and Difputes, to ad unani- 
moufly f()r the commoo Good ? 

Alas! 
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Ala's I Are we not ftill miferably torn into Parties 
and Fa6^io4S ? Are riot too many among us more 
eealous t(i promote the Deflgns of their Party, than 
^he Intereft 6fthe NaBon ? More jealous of the op- 
pofite Party, than ^ppreheftfive af the common Ene- 
my ? More induftr^m tocruQathem, than to fub- 
due-bim?-''-J ' ^^ - • - ^^-vi^^ ,'- 

And while we are thus divided, thus full of Strife 
it»d Dei^^ate^ may not God, with as mudl-rearonj ex- 
pQftnlaiie witl* us as he" did with the Jem ? Is it fuch 
* Fafias I have chofen? i'c '.liifi .• ^ \v, . 

. 7. Laftly, The other Fault which rendred the Jews 
Fa,fts umcdepeable to God, was their want of Com- 
pa^n to ''thofe in JMdit&k y 'The,irhidwg themfelves 
from their mnfieflj: Indeed they underftood thofe of 
their onm flejh lo^^aQjewi only, of - the* fame- Nation 
with themfelves; but, as God made all Men of one 
Fle'fli, and all are diefeended from the fame common 
Parent, foth^ti^*/^^-P4r/^/>;0» which divided Jews 
ffOttl' all otbirs, and confined their Charity to thofe 
With{ri-theiP>d-Wn Pale, beiiig taken away by Chrift, 
ajld tliere bfciing now 0^ diftin6tion of jf^d'n; and Gen- 
tile, but all hei)t§ om in C'hrifi JeJUs, we are now to 
look upQrh til Men as our own-fiejh, and^ not to hide oar 
f&itmp^m stnf tbat are in want or- mifery ; though 
flafipiiaPc^fe bf^eonipetition, tegard muft be had ef- 
pedytfyt© thefithat are (fthe houjhold oj. Faith. ^\w. ul 
And ho\y have we.difcharged this Duty ? God be 
praifed there are among us fome burning and fhining 
jL;g^^/:j, Ibme bright Examples of a true primitive 
Ctiarity ; the Lord encreale the Number of them ; 
But the very feequent Complaints both of old and 
iiUpOtent Perfons, that by Age or Accident are dif- 
abled from Work, and of poor Children which we. 
meet with every day ia the Streets and at our Doors, 
ffr-cic " and ■ 
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and of fuch likewifc as being by Sickneft and Weak- 
nefs confined at home, can do nothing to help or 
fupport themfelves, and are forced to fend abroad 
for Relief; do too plainly fhew, that the Charity 
of many is waxed cold, apd they do not as God has 
profper'd them, in proportion to what he has blefl: 
them with, lay afide fome of it for the Relief of 
Chrift's poor Members, their mnflefft. And no won- 
der that there is little Charity where is fo much Va- 
nity and Excefs in Furniture, Apparel, and Equipage, 
in Eating, Drinking, and all Inftances of Luxury, as 
is to be leen, according to their refpeftive Abilities, 
amongft aJmoft all Ranks of Perfons. 'Tis not ftrange 
that thdfe that lie upo/t beds of Ivory, aitd Jtretth thrent' 
Jehes ttfon their Couches y.artd ea,t the L*mbs oHt of the 
Flock, and the Calves put of the midfi of the St alls y that 
c haunt to the found of the Viol, and invent to themfelves 
Ittfiruments of Mafick, that drink Wine in BfftvlSf a»d 
anoint themfelves with the chief OyntmentSy are not gris' 
vedfor the Jffliltions (jf Jofeph: Such foft and luxu- 
rious Perfons have no fenfe of their poor Brethreas 
Wants, and confume that upon their own Lulls, 
with which they Ihould relieve them. 

I fhall make no farther complaint in the general, 
hut muft beg leave to lament the Cafe of a particu- 
lar fort of Sufferers, and the hard-heartednefe of fome 
towards them, who, though not of our own Nati- 
on, are nearly ally'd to us by fpiritual relation, 
Members with us of Chrift's myftical Body, and re- 
form'd Members too. I mean thofc Proteftant Con- 
feffors who were fotced fome Years fince to quit thesif 
owa Country, that they might keep their Religion ; 
who yet have been treated by fome, as if their being 
banifhed outof their own Nation for Chrift's fake, 
iuade tliem unworthy to.b£ received into any. other. 

Some 
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Some have deny'd them Relitif , oi- afforded them 
very little, and given that grudgingly, and as it 
were of neceflity ; forae have thought it too-much 
that they are permitted to Uve here at all, that they 
are Supported by others, or allowed to maintain 
themfelvcsby their own Labour : But whither would 
they have, them go? to their own Homes, or any 
.Popifh Country? There they muft change their Re- 
ligion, or die for it : and other Proteftant Countries 
have their Oi?Lres. of them, and may at leaft as welt 
object againft them as we. 

I cannot conclude this Head without ren^inding 
you of thaf dreadful Threat which God denouaced 
by Amos againfl the incOmpaflionate Jews^ that "they 
fliould go capthie with the firfi that go captive^ and that 
he xvould deliver up the City with all that is therein' 

God grant that we may not, by too nearly imi- 
tating their Sins, provoke him to make us like them 
Jn their Punifhnients too. In order to avoiding 
whereof, I proceed, ; 

4. To my fourth and laft Head of Difcourfe: Un- 
der which I am to lay before you, and prefs you to 
the Praftice of fuch things as may make this Day of 
Humiliation an acceptable day unto the Lord. 

And what can do. this, but our careful avoiding 
thofe Sins which the jTeivj are here reproved for, and 
prafiifing their contrary Duties. 

I. In the firft place, we muft be fure to avoid 
that foolifh and provoking Sin of Hypocrifie. How 
fenfelefs an Attempt is it, to Impofe upon him that 
knows all things ? to put an outfide Devotion, and 
counterfeit Repentance upon him that jea,rcheth the 
hearty and tryeth the reins ? Thou fool ! did not he that 
made that which is without ^ wake, that which, ii withitp 
alfo? And of how great Guilt raay't this Sin be ? .. 
• E The 
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The Hypocrite muft believe, either that God 
does not fee through his vain Pretences, docs not dif- 
cern the Falfnefs of his Heart; or if he does, that he 
has no regard to true Goodnefs and inward Piety : 
the former is plain Atheifm, and the latter is to be- 
lieve wickedly, thst God ufuch a &ne at himfelf: but 
let uf not be deceived^ God mil not be f»ocked; he re- 
quires Truth in the inward parts^ and nothing but Ho- 
nefty and Sincerity can recommend our poor Services 
to his Acceptance: we fhould therefore, upon fuch 
days as thefe, retire very ferioufly into our ftlves, 
commune with our own he^rts^ all our ways to remem- 
brance^ compare them with that Law which ought 
to have been the Rule of them, fcarch out in what 
Inftances they have deviated from it^ what Judg- 
ments and Miferies, by erring from it, we have ex-? 
pofed our felves to, the temporal ones in this life, 
and the more dreadful eternal ones in that which is 
to come : And when a poor Sinner has thus convift- 
ed himfelf upon Tryal at the Bar of his own Con- 
fcience, and is awaken'd to a juft fenfe of that tre- 
mendous Sentence which is ready to be executed 
upon him, it will be very ftrange if he be not truly, 
humbled, and ftruck down at the apprehenfion of 
His miferable ftate: But when by fearching farther 
into the Word of God, he fhall find, that notwith- 
ftanding he has forfeited all Pretences to God's Fa- 
vour, God is -unwilling to take the Forfeiture, and 
ftill ready to be reconciled to him, and receive him 
upon terms into Mercy, that there is a way propo- 
sed for him to efcape the eternal Punifhment of his 
Sins, and be for ever happy, that God is in Chrift 
retmciling the World to himfelf ^ and will not impate 
their Iniquities to tliem who truly repent pf and for- 
i^ke. them j he muft certainly, jf he has any con- 
cern 
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cern for himfelf, apply hitnfcif earneftly to his cotn- 
paflioaate God, through his powerful Mediator, 
aad lay faft hold on tlie Anchor caft out to hiiu, 
rdblving fmcerely to ciofc with the gracious Terms 
offer'd, and to difcharge, whatever it may coft him, 
as much as in him lies, the Conditions required : 
upon the perforaiance whereof, his ev«rlafting Wel- 
fare does fo much depend. And this is the proper 
bufinefs of every one of us this Day, impartially to 
examine our Lives, bring them to the Teft of God's 
Law, humble eur felves for all our Tranfgreffions 
againft it, and refolve, and immediately enter upon 
a more careful Obfervation of it for the future : but 
in this we muft be very real and hearty ; for how- 
^ever we trifle with our felves, we cannot impofe up- 
on God, and nothing but Sincerity and Integrity 
will pafs with him. 

2. In the fecond place, we muft have a care to 
avoid all Evil, Strife, and Divifion. How unfit fhall 
■we be to feek Reconciliation with God, while we 
are at enmity one with another ? We mv& follow af- 
ter the things that make for Peacej both .Ecclefiaftical 
and Civil. 

The Confideration of Duty in this cafe is ftrongly 
fupported by that of Intereft : for how probably, al- 
moft neceflarily, will a Kingdom torn by civil Dif- 
fentions, and a Church divided by Schifms, ke 
brought to Defolation? efpecially when dangerous and 
powerful Enemies are Watching for opportunities to 
enter in upon them at the Breaches their own Mem- 
bers have made ? 

As for us, What courfe can we tate or think of 
to fecure that happy Conftitution which we, above 
all Nations, are bl^ft with in Church and State, but 
by heartily uniting in the Intereft of our prefent 

E 2 Govern- 
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Government and eflrablifh'd Religion? What can 
they change to, but either to the Oppreffions and 
Confufions of a Popular Government, or rather A- 
narchy, and the various wild Schemes of Religion 
which fhall be advanced by every Enthufiaft; or to 
the infupportable Yoke of Popilh Tyranny in Church 
and State, which neither we nor our Fathers rvere able 
to bear ? 

Let us then weigh things calmly, like Men go* 
vcrn'd by Reafon, and not hurried on by Prejudice 
and Pafliun: Let us confider whether any Change 
that can be projefted by the wifeft Politician^ mufb 
not necelTarily engage us in more infuperable Diffi- 
culdes, and load us with infinitely heavier Burdens 
than any that can be charged by its moft implacable 
Enemies, upon our EllabUfhment as it now ftands : 
Whether the breaking in upon die prefeht Settle* 
ment, a^d the Succeflion to the Crown, as it is 
now limited, muft not unavoidably involve us in 
Blood and Confufion, and end at laft in the utter 
Ruin of our Liberties, and all that is dear to us* 
And that thefe may not look hke wild and gfound- 
lefs Suggeftions, let us think whether thofe that are 
making and fomenting Divifions among us, can 
have any other Defign, than to -introduce a Change 
in our Government; and whsther thofe Convulii- 
ons which Divifions occafion in- a-- Political Body, 
do. not naturally, tend to its DifTolution* 

Let all of us that wifh well to our eiiabUfh'd 
Government, joyn. Hearts and. Hands for the Sup- 
port ot it: Let us be far from repining if at any 
time- we , or thofe that we think fittert for them, 
are not employed m Pofts of great Truftand Pow- 
er; butietuschearfully contribi^tewhat we can in 
aur p.rivater Spheres to its. Prefervation, and hear- 

tUy 
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tily rejoyce in its Profperity,' whatever hands it may 
be^ admin iftred by. ^ 

Let all 'that have the Happinefs to be Members of 
our excellent Church/'hav-e that Charity for each 
• other, as not prefently to conclude thofc Betrayers' 
of her Intereft who go not with them into the 
lame Methods of fupporting it, but believe that 
they may have the fame juft Zeal with themfelves 
for her Security and Profperity, though they may 
differ from' them in the means of procuring it. 

Let fuch as' are diflatisfied with the Terms of her 
Communion , confidfer , whether any or all of the 
feveral Schemes of Difcipline and Government fet 
up among our Diflenting Brethren , can be any 
Barrier againft the InvaGon of Popery ; whether 
our Church has not sfhew'd her k\i to be the great 
Bulwark againft it; wliether they can'fatisfie them- 
felves that there are Terms of Communion impofed 
by her, which the Word of God has. made it a Sin 
to comply with ; arid, if they cannot convince her 
of Sin in thisrefpe^, whether little Scruples, which 
have no countena'ncefi'om Scripture, and either are 
owing to the- Prej-udice of Education, or have been 
fiiggefted to 'them by fome whofe Perfons they 
have had '-inr'admiration, ought to come in compe- 
tition with fo known a Duty, as that of Unity isj - 
or can excufe a Sin of fo deep a dye as Schifm, which 
is fo feverely cenfured in the Sacred Writings, :a^id 
thofe ,of the ancient Fathers, and which has, in our 
cafe, "fo dangerous a tendency to theSubverfion of 
the xvhole'Reform'd Religion.' 
' If we would reafon coolly about thefe things^ 
we fhould all fin'd it to be our true Inteireft, as 
well as boundefa-Duty, to joyn ,heartily together 
for the Support and Prefervation. of our prefent. 
*^' Ma.* 
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Etoblifhment in Church add State: W€ fhould not 
hearken to the fubtle Infinuations of our common 
Enemies, who are endeavouriflg to divide us, that 
they may find their Account in our Ruine, we 
fhould fee through their Dcfigns, and all tbeir Ar- 
tifices would have no other EfFcds upon us, than 
to make us know them the better, and put us upon 
the ftriftcr Guard againft them« 

And were we thus heartily united in finCere 
Wilhes and Endeavours for the Profperity of our 
Sins, for the Continuance of thole invaluable Blef- 
fmgs which God has fo bountifully beftow'd and 
wonderfully prefervM to us in our Civil and Reli- 
gious Capacities, as our Union would be the grea- 
teft humane Defence againft the Attempts of our 
Enemies, fo our joynt Fafts, and Prayers, and 
Cries, would reach Heaven, and engage God on 
our fides, and then no matter who, or now many, 
are againft us. 

I . But in the laft place, Let us take heed of Un- 
mercifulnefs and Hard-heatednefs to thofe that are 
in Want and Mifery : for, with what face can we 
ask, with what reafon can we expeft from God; 
Supplies for our Wants, or Succour in our Diftrefs, 
if we refufe fuch Help , as we can give , to our 
poor Brethren in their AfBidlion ? But Alms give 
Wings to our Devotions, and mount them to Hea- 
ven: Thy Praytrs and. th/ Aim, fays the Angel to 
CormliHSy in the loth of the A£is, are come uf for n 
Memorid krfore God: Our Alms are the Inccnfe tlut 
perfumes our Sacrifices, and makes them afcend 
with a fweet fmediing Savour to, Gpd : Our chari- 
table Diftributions to the needy, G&d looks upon as 
liCwns to himfelf, and has proraifed to repay them 

with 
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with ufe : Nay, our Saviour owns thera as Gifts to 
hinj, I» M muth as. ye huve done it to one ofthefe my Bre- 
thyen, ye,^h'ave done it unto me. Who would not then 
fetrench'froth his l^lxpences, at leafl; his Hiperfluous 
ones, to lay up> fomethrngi that he might put out 
into fuch hands upon fuch Interefl: ? nay, to give 
to him, who has deferved fo highly from us, 
ahd \vill make us infinite Returns- of Glory for 

it? . ■. '\'. ■ . 

Providence has' now prefented, and Her Majcfty « 

has moft pioufly recommended to us two kinds of 
Objefts, both certainly very defer ving of our Cha- 
rity : _ 

The firft are, the poor Relics of the Seamen, 
that were loft in. the late Storm. None ever made 
a doubt whether Widows and Orphans were not pro- 
per Objefts of Compaflion and Mercy; but thefe 
Widows and Orphans have a jufter Claim to ours, 
they having been made (q by their Husbands and 
Fathers dying in our Service, which they as furely 
did, being deitroy'd hf the Tempeft, as they could 
have done if they had been kill'd inan Engagement 
with the Enemy : and fhall not good Nature, Grati- 
tiide, JuHice, and Intercity prompt us to return 
their Services and Sufferings for us in liberal Contri- 
butions to their defolatre Relations ? 

The other are, the Perfecuted, Baniflied, Prote- 
ftantS of Auran^e ; who , to preferve Faith and a 
good CpnfCience, have left their Country, Eftates, 
Relations and Fi'iends, and thrown themfelves upon 
the Providence of God, and Charity of fuch as pro- 
fcfs an abhorrence of thofe Romijh Abominations, 
their Non-compliance with which has occafion'd 
tb^ Sufferings. 

Surely, 
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Surely if Chrift may be faid to fufFcr in his Mem- 
bers, it is efpecially in thofe that are perfecutcd 
for the fak& of him andJiis. Religioa: andVhat- 
ever charitable Supports are deny'd to chem, he 
will undoubtedly, at the, laft day, tell us'jvere re- 
iufed to him. - • . 

Let us refleO:, however, willing fome arc. to for-? 
get it , that it is not very long fince we had but 
too jull Apprehenfions that what is now theii:s.'i 
would have been our own cafe , th^t we Ihould 
have been forced to quit our Religion or our Coun- 
try; and if we had been driven abroad, and put 
to great Streights upon the account of our Religion, 
what fliould wc have thought oi thofe j*;^teftants 
that fliould fiave deoy'd us Relief?. 

Let us not deceive our felves;, if we can refule 
our liberal Contributions according to our refpe- 
ftive Abilities, to thefe our diftrelTed Bretliixn, 'tis 
much to be fear'd, that had we been in their con- 
dition, we fhould hardly have fuffer'd as they have 
done: for 'tis difficult to fuppofe that he fliould 
give his Body to be burnt for his Religion, that 
will not fpare fome of his Goods to feed them 
t;hat ai'e perfecuted for it; He would Tcarce aban- 
don his Country, pd quit his whole Eftate for a 
Caufe , for which he cannot find iji his heart to 
part with a fmall portion of it : ' And if we can 
hide our felves from, fhevv no Regard, minifter 
no Relief to thefe Refolutc Confeflbrs, 'tis a fhrewd 
Argument, that we have no juft valye for.our Re- 
ligion, as well ,as no pity for thofe,' who have 
with the utmoft hazard alTerted it. And if we 
are yet to learn both thefe , "How juft will it be 
with God to teach us the Worth of our Religion, 

by 
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by the want of it, and Compaffion to fucli ais fuf- 
fer for "it, By nlaking us experience ^what they -feel? 
And what an uncomfbrtable Refledion will 'that of 
■jF9/^//A Brethren be then to us, iVe are uerily guilty 
concerning our Brethren^ 'in that we faw the anguijh of 
their fouls, when they hef ought us and we would rot 
hear : therefore is this Dijirefs come upon us. 

Let us then contribute freely and cheerfully to 
them, remembring the Words of our Lord, That it 
is more hleffed to give than to receive ; we cannot 
place out our Money to better account than in 
A&s of Charity ; nor in any A&s of Chmtj 
more advantageoufly than in fuch as thefe : By 
this we llaall teftifie in fome meafure our grate- 
fol fenfe of God's Goodnels in continuing to us 
the free Exercife of our Holy Religion in our 
own Countrey ; and this will be the belt Method 
to prevail with God to prefer ve it ftill to us, 
next to a general Conformity to the whole Tenor 
of it. 

By thefe means, by fiacere and unfeigned Re- 
pentance towards God , by hearty Union and 
Concord among our felves , by a tender fympa- 
thizing with, and cheerful relieving of our poor 
Fellow-Members, thofe efpecially that fuffer for 
Righteoufnefs fake , we may hope to 'fflake this 
Fail an Acceptable Day unto the -Lord , -and through 
his Goodnefs obtain thofe Blelhngs, for ths procu- 
ring whereof it was appointed. 
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Hetf his infinite Mercy grant, that wc may 
all in this our Day. fee and do the things 
that belong to our prefent and eternal Peace, 
duottgh JelusChrift, &c. 
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